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Action Researchv Questions:

Wil free writing in journals improve
studenty motivatiow for writing?
Wl jowrnal writing onw av reguldaw
basis improve students’ wnﬁ/mg/?

“The first and most basic step to
improved writing is free writing.
Free writing means simply that
for ten (10) minutes you write
without stopping. The idea isn't
to produce a polished (or even
"good") piece of writing, but to
simply get in the habit of writing

without censoring and editing.”
-Elbow




Their oww Jouwrnaly

Step 1




Step 2: Free-write

0“Expressive writing,
specifically free writing,
if taught correctly can

foster critical thinking

skills in students.”

o Free writing fosters
uninhibited thought,
because students know
that they are not going
to be "graded" on their
responses to a particular
topic.”

o “They also realize that
there are no "rules" per
se to worry about, such
as style, grammar,
specific organization...”

-Kemp
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- Positive
reinforcement about

- Circle words to-put
into-their index cawd,
d/wt’wmww/y Inthe
I correctly
Wﬂwvou,t But
er I modeled using
a dictionary, the
studenty wrote the

covvect gpe]l,w\g/

Bl ——————

f Great bc’@nnnmc 2E . love
Yhe secrét gardcn idea !

\Q\‘JUS \\4““\7 {’)Pf( 'H +he jrnsf 4o 41( :(('m,-,’

>eemed
9ov‘drn B was so peaceful. T Semelay ' f Jhe hé"&’?
ws‘
quJ' LVery ‘“\'-"‘\7 out.” Soon T aruanted: to w Jhe
I’G‘alm minjature

relm)‘ Qa P"“’ whe e Lit+l< e H,;) I‘/”s(’g)-é/\/f ;
Pl‘)(»‘c‘l, and. the Folk '.'vfa’.“Oan! I 50,"51, 500’,.,,)

i vvacnt dh the' ‘secice + 3arJem anyy mor ey glE
realm.

Wwas 'n +he I’\/elh‘lj T savww Pateence ) Ma\/!}JF‘;;eI

2y

Gl cEf. e 3+Opf’<’c’ piden iRt ceilutichon,

She made us hot chocolatreyLven ‘Hiob‘y}\ vt weas
Sammer. We were G oihg to vistithe unicomas

]

Clnz?l Prin-<€y When the ga"”‘:f)i-; moved pr:'n(f

7

had po fmer, So We s&nY him to live with
y




Step 4: Resources

EXAMPLES:

Checklist for Publishing

My composition has WING,
Wmmmww

My Ldmw&olezvelop.ed/w\/axlogxicalx
w

ay
I hawve used transitional words
I hawve addressed the topic

%_ have used av vawriety of sentence

ypes

I ﬁwve/ used descriptive words
My writing iy neat and easy to-read
I hawe corrected spelling and other
kinds of ervorsy

Writing Prompt Bags:

Story: Missing/!

ed i :
lighty o inv all the buildings, but
e are mpeoﬁ)le/ anywhere. The
city is deserted! Where did everyone
? Write, v stovy about what
%ppe/vwd/amd/%ow the character
solves this mystery.




Reseawvchv

‘Jowrnaling is awvv excellent outlet oung
students.” (Song) fory

“Tt builds o self esteenm and minimi
school aniety.” (S trausﬁaugﬁ)www

“Teaching WMMM studenty to-
Jouwrnal encouwrages to- leawrn to-express
themselves creatively and helps reinforce
basic English skills.” (Song)



Reseawrcihvcontinued

“TJowrnal writing is awvv incredibly flexible
instructionad tool, wseful across the entire
cuwvicuduwm.”

“A lack of ovad commumnication occurs invthe
self-esteemy, feawr of rejection, anwiety,
shwness, reticence ond peer pressure.”

“Jowrnaling helps to- motivate and give
G Z ‘L‘O— &t, Z t )
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Assessment: Pretest/Postltest

Do- yow enyjoy wriing?

Before Journaling After Jowrnaling

Do you enjoy writing? Do you enjoy writing?

B11%
0 89%

0 42%
E 58%




Assessment: Pretest/Postltest

Do yow keep avjournal?

Before Journaling After Jowrnaling

Have you ever kept a journal before? Do you keep ajournal now?

11%
89%

37%
63%




Cloudy withvaw Chance Rewrites

Yummy Yum Day!
By Taylor Jelley

One day it was a bright sunny, Mom and I were inside getting ready

for the first day of spring. We Cleaned and cooked for about 1 hour. My

mom said, “Let’s see what is on TV...” She picked up the remote and
“BOOM It started to pour steak and scrambled eggs for about ten
minutes. Then to complete everyone’s breakfast it was drizzling orange
juice for eight minutes. I thought I should Change out of my p..’s and put
on blue shorts and a white tank top.

Around 12:25, T was in my room waiting for [unch to fall from the
sky. Five minutes later it was starting to get colder the Clouds were
turning gray and then, BOOM’ It was raining turikey and cheese subs
with a side of Doritos. To finish of a good |unch, it down poured 7 up
right into my cup hot one drop on me. My friend that lived right next
door hamed Erica asked if T wahted to g0 for a walk around our block. T
turned to my mom she said ‘be back by 5:30"

Erica and I talked for a bit at her house then went for a walk
around ¢:40 we got back to her house around ¢:55. T went home as quickly
as a mouse would runt It was exactly 5:30 when I got home; everyone was

outside waiting for about thirty minutes. Nothing happened! Then out of




Impact o Student Learning

The overall posttest

resuldity ond
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